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2nd Grade Overview  

Arizona’s English Language Arts Standards work together in a clear progression 

from kindergarten through 12th grade. This document provides a brief overview of 

the skills a student will learn at this grade. Each standard builds on the standard 

that came before and towards the standard that comes in the next grade level. 

Each standard is expected to be taught as appropriate for the grade-level. Some 

standards appear to have similar wording at multiple grade levels; however, it is 

understood that they are to be applied with increased focus to progressively more 

challenging texts and tasks.  

Reading Standards for Literature 

 Independently and proficiently read and understand a variety of literature 

from multiple cultures 

 Identify key characteristics of literature 

 Describe the overall structure of a story or poem  

 
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Arizona’s English Language Arts Standards -2nd Grade 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

2.RL.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 

2.RL.2 Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.  

2.RL.3 



 

3 
 

Arizona’s English Language Arts Standards – 2nd Grade 

Reading Standards for Informational Text 

Key Ideas and Details 

2.RI.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 

2.RI.2 Identify and explain the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text. 

2.RI.3 
With prompting and support, describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical 
procedures in a text. 

Craft and Structure 

2.RI.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area. 

2.RI.5 
Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or 
information in a text efficiently. 

2.RI.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

2.RI.7 Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text.  

2.RI.8 Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.  

2.RI.9 Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.  

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

2.RI.10 
By the end of the year, proficiently and independently read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and 
technical texts, in a text complexity range determined by qualitative and quantitative measures appropriate to grade two. 
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Arizona’s English Language Arts Standards – 2nd Grade 

Reading Standards: Foundational Skills 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

2.RF.3 

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding one-syllable or two-syllable words. 
a. Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one‐syllable words. 
b. Know spelling‐sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams. 
c. Identify and apply all six syllable types to decode appropriate grade-level text. 
d. Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes. 
e. Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling‐sound correspondences. 
f. Recognize and read grade‐appropriate irregularly spelled words.  

Fluency 

2.RF.4 

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
a. Read on‐level text with purpose and understanding. 
b. Read on‐level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings. 
c. Use context to confirm or self‐correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 
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Arizona’s English Language Arts Standards -2nd Grade 
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Arizona’s English Language Arts Standards – 2nd Grade 

Writing Standards: Foundational Skills 

Sound-letter basics and Handwriting 

2.WF.1  
Demonstrate and apply handwriting skills.  
a. Write legibly in manuscript using correct letter formation.  
b. Transcribe ideas in manuscript with automaticity and proper spacing.  

2.WF.2 

Demonstrate and apply sound-letter concepts.  
a. Write the most common graphemes (letters or letter groups) for each phoneme. For example:  
    1. Consonants: /s/= s, ss, ce, ci, cy 
                               /f/= f, ff, ph 
                               /k/= c, k, ck  
    2. Vowels: /o/= o, o_e, oa, ow (long o) 
                       /a/= a, a_e, ai, ay, eigh (long a)  
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Arizona’s English Language Arts Standards – 2nd Grade 

Speaking and Listening Standards 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

2.SL.1 

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
a. Follow agreed‐upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time 
about the topics and texts under discussion). 
b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others. 
c. Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion.  
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